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A
frica m

y A
frica, place of our birth

A
frica m

y A
frica, heroic land of our ancestors

In this age, w
here you enjoy the frank em

brace of global hope
In this age that bubbles w

ith the sound of your eternity
W

e fondly rem
em

ber you w
ith love

O
ur voices sufficiently clear and em

phatic
N

o m
ore sorrow

s
N

o m
ore pains

N
o m

ore tears from
 big bellied babies suckling festering 

fingers
O

nly continental anthem
s of victories

N
o m

ore slavery
N

o m
ore colonialism

N
o m

ore im
perialism

 full of cockroaches as 
big as m

y overcoat buttons
jiving across the floor after snatching m

eat and 
bread crum

bs from
 m

assive tables
F

oreign invasion m
ade your pum

ping heart bleed 
in a m

illion ripples

A
frica m

y A
frica

S
itting on the bare floor of your face

W
e continue to suck the w

arm
th of the coal 

fire crackling in the corner

W
e drink m

qom
bothi from

 the plastic can that 
w

e pass from
 m

outh to m
outh

W
e speak softly and laugh in thunderous pearls

W
e caress the strings of giant guitars w

ith our fingers
and they sigh like a jilted girl

A
frica m

y A
frica

Y
ou, hom

e to w
andering strangers in the 

frontiers of the S
outh

Y
ou, w

hose w
om

b is black, like the lips of 
a beauty queen after eating w

ild berries
A

s you dance your m
agic dance

to the rhythm
 of talking drum

s 

C
ontinue to bew

itch the w
orld into a trance 

w
ith rituals it does not know

 

keep on vibrating in rhythm
 w

ith 
the heartbeat of the w

orld

B
y A

be M
okoena
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